[Use of mortality data for the study of the distribution of respiratory tract tumors in Italy: characteristics and quality of the data].
This paper reviews Italian studies that deal with the accuracy of death certificates in patients with cancers of the respiratory system, particularly cancers of the larynx, lung, and pleura. These studies consider death certificates vs postmortem examinations, diagnoses histologically confirmed, and clinical and cancer registry records. The large number of cases cured by surgery is reflected in the lower levels of larynx cancers mortality vs incidence. Site misclassifications, and erroneous reports of cancer on death certificates for patients cured of the disease, lead to an overreporting of death certification vs autopsies. The death certificates for lung cancer have a high agreement with clinical diagnoses, but present underreporting when compared to autopsies, which frequently discover tumors at postmortem examination. Pleura cancer is often misclassified as lung cancer. Improvement in death certification over time could have influenced the observed increase in the mortality trend for this tumor.